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Chapter 87 meets the second 
Friday of each month, at 11:30 
A.M., at Seawell’s at 1125 
Rosewood Dr., Columbia, SC, 
directly across from the main 
entrance to the SC Fair Grounds.  
Doors open at 11:00 A.M.  A 
complete buffet lunch costs 
$14.00, payable at the door.  A 
reservation is not required.   

Please  be prompt. 

 

 

What’s up with 
the Thrift Savings 
Plan? 

 The Thrift Savings 
Plan was established as 
one of the “three legs” 
of the federal employee 
retirement plan when 

Federal Employee Retirement System 
was put in place to replace the Civil 
Service Retirement System. Under the 
revised system, federal service retirees 
would receive a federal pension, Social 
Security and would self fund a tax 
deferred savings program with limited 
federal matching, the Thrift Savings Plan. 
Enrollees had the option of several funds 
to invest in and could move money 
between them based on goals. By most 
accounts, the Thrift Plan has been a 
success.  

 As I reported at a recent meeting, 
future members of the military will be 
added as members of the Thrift Savings 
Plan. The rationalization was that only 
by serving a minimum of twenty years 
could a service member qualify for 
retirement, but over 80% of members 
never reached that benchmark. Under 
the new plan, service members would be 
eligible for some retirement via TSP 
with as little as five years service.  

 A bill now under consideration in the 
House would allow recipients of a VA 
disability check to deposit some of those 
funds into the Thrift Savings Plan. This 
would allow someone who is not in 
current need of those funds to place 
them in the tax deferred TSP where they 
would supposedly grow and be available 
at a later time when desired. I will 
follow developments on this and report 
as details become available. 
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Will you be attending the Combined Region III Leadership Training & 52nd 

Annual South Carolina Federation Convention from May 2-4, 2016? 
 

Those of you with internet received an e-mail on March 18 that highlighted some of our speakers and 
events.  Some of that information is repeated here for members without internet access.   

We have two top notch trainers coming to Columbia from NARFE national headquarters.  They are 
Jessica Klement and Bridget Boel.  You’ve probably heard of them. These are the best of the best at 
representing active and retired federal employees.   

South Carolina's Secretary of Transportation, Ms. Christy Hall, will be our banquet speaker Tuesday 
evening, May 3.  Ms. Hall played a key leadership role in dealing with the catastrophic October 2015 
flooding and was recently appointed to her cabinet level post by Governor Haley.    

The Judy Kemp award winner will be announced at the convention.  This is a big event where we 
recognize a member of the federation that emulates the commendable example set by Judy Kemp.   

Did you know?   

The 34TH NARFE NATIONAL CONVENTION WILL BE HELD AT THE 

GRAND SIERRA RESORT IN RENO, NEVADA,  FROM AUGUST 28 TO 

SEPTEMBER 1, 2016 .  MARK YOUR CALENDARS!   

Most of us will be unable to attend in person, but we can plan on watching via 

internet webinars at narfe.org.  The webinars are great and free except for your 

time.  More to come on convention webinar schedules — stay tuned.   
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April 8, 2016 — Dr. Shenita Star Thompson, a Clinical Pharmacy Specialist in Geriatrics at the William 
Jennings Byran Dorn Veterans Affair Hospital (WJB Dorn VA), has been a pharmacist for about 6 years. Upon 
completion of pharmacy school in 2010 from the South Carolina College of Pharmacy School, University of 
South Carolina campus, she went on to complete a post-graduate general pharmacy residency at Palmetto Health 
Richland in Columbia, SC. Then she went on to further her post graduate training at WJB Dorn VA by 
completing a second post-graduate residency in geriatrics . After completing her second year of post graduate 
training, she went on to take her current job at WJB Dorn VA  as the Clinical Pharmacy Specialist in Geriatrics 
in the Home Based Primary Care Program.  Dr. Thompson became a Board Certified Pharmacotherapy 
Specialist in 2012. Dr. Thompson resides in Columbia, SC. 

May 13, 2016 — Gerald A. White recently joined Chapter 87.  Gerald served in WW II and fought in Belgium 
and the Battle of the Bulge.  He was inducted in the US Army in 1944.  After basic training, he was sent to 
Scotland on the Queen Mary in January 1945.  From Scotland, his unit transferred to France and on to Belgium.  
He arrived in time for the Battle of the Bulge.  Gerald was wounded in combat and was sent to Paris for 
treatment.  He recovered quickly and returned to his unit.  His unit crossed the Rhur River near the famous 
Remagen Bridge over the Rhine River.  His unit fought into Leipzig where they met up with the Russian Army 
at the Mulde River.  When the war ended on May 8, 1945, Gerald returned home for some well earned leave 

before receiving more advanced training.  He participated in the Thanksgiving Day Ticker Tape celebration in San Francisco.  
Gerald was subsequently discharged from the U. S. Army on July 4, 1946.    

Thanks for your contributions to Alzheimer’s Research.  Since last April you have given over $500.00 at 
our monthly meetings.  A rummage sale yielded another $500.00 with other money from our chapter 
members being sent directly to Alzhiemer’s in Chicago.  

I have tickets now for a 50/50 drawing that will be held at our Federation meeting in Columbia in early May.  Tickets are $1.00 each or 
6 for $5.00 and, best of all, 15 tickets for $10.00.  You do not have to be present to win.  Half of the money goes to Alzheimer’s 
Research and half is divided between three lucky winners.  Bring your $$$ to our next meeting in April.  Don’t forget to bring address 
labels to put on your tickets to avoid having to fill out all those ticket stubs by hand. 

NARFE Florida is sponsoring an Eastern Caribbean cruise next January for Alzheimer’s.  Please contact me for information and I will 
mail you a flyer.  Copies of the flyers were sent out to Chapter 87 members with  e-mail addresses but not everybody has e-mail so 
contact me if you’re interested.   

Programs                                    Linda Toney 

President Kathy Hensley (803)957-7750 Greeter — Welcome Currently vacant  

1st Vice President Clara L. Gillentine (803)796-3106 Greeter — Welcome Currently vacant  

2nd Vice President Linda Toney (803)786-1097 Legislative Charles (Randy) Herald  (803)520-7169 

3rd Vice President Charles (Randy) Herald  (803)520-7169 Membership  Clara L. Gillentine (803)796-3106 

Secretary Loraine Montgomery (803)239-8323 NARFE — FEEA Charles (Randy) Herald  (803)520-7169 

Treasurer Bob Shear (803)386-2027 NARFE — PAC Tom Castellucio (803)786-1783 

Chaplain Tom Daniels (803)865-0383 Programs Linda Toney (803)786-1097 

Sergeant-at-Arms Mike O’Neill (803)735-9492 Public Relations Linda Toney (803)786-1097 

Executive Committee Elaine Von Eck (803)738-1569 Registration  Mike O’Neill (803)735-9492 

Executive Committee Patricia Womack (803)469-4294 Registration Nellie  Bodenhamer (803)894-3245 

Executive Committee William M. Toney (803)786-1097 Service Officer Ernest  Williams (803)783-6825 

Executive Committee Dennis Kern (703)801-1535 Newsletter Bob Shear (803)386-2027 

Parliamentarian Kathy Hensley (803)957-7750 50/50 Drawing Nellie Bodenhamer   (803)894-3245 

Alzheimer’s Betty Wessinger 803)345-5862 50/50 Drawing Steve Thomas (803)397-1836 

Audit Raymond Jensen (803)568-3939 Network Coordinator Paul Donahue (803)951-3213 

Health & Happiness Betty Missouri (803)427-4338 Historian Nellie  Bodenhamer (803)894-3245 

June 10, 2016 — Loraine Montgomery retired in January 2009 from the Department of Defense  after 
38 years of service as a Contracting Officer. After two months of retirement, the Government called her 
out of retirement to go to Afghanistan to help with the efforts to closeout the war. She worked there for 
an  additional 3 years. Over half of her Civil Service career was performed overseas in various countries, 
including, but not limited to, Guam, Okinawa,   Japan, Saudi Arabia, and Afghanistan. Ms. Montgomery 
was born in Sumter, SC.  She graduated from Edmunds High School. She received her Bachelor's Degree 
from Saint Leo University and Master's Degree from Troy University. She is the divorced mother of two 

children, Todd and Kimberly (Curtis) and grandmother to two little girls, Portland and Raleigh. 

Betty Wessinger 
Alzheimer’s Chair 
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Thank you to our members who are 

attending the monthly meetings.  

We’ve had some rough times in 

recent months with our meeting 

arrangements, but after exploring 

other options for our meetings, we 

have voted to continue our meetings 

in the manner that has seemed to 

work in the past.  No RSVP is 

required so our meal is served buffet 

style with two meat choices, four vegetables, dessert and 

drinks.  The charge for this is $11.00.  The extra $3.00 

covers tax and a service charge for use of the room and 

any audio/visual equipment we need to use.  This is a 

bargain for $14.00.  I hope everyone appreciates that our 

leadership tries very hard to satisfy everyone, but 

sometimes compromises have to be made.  I appreciate 

your support as we move forward.  The main purpose of 

our meeting is to share NARFE information.   

 Our organization exists to advocate for our general 

welfare as active and retired federal workers. Speaking 

of advocacy, have you contacted your legislators about 

the pending bills in Congress?  It is very easy to 

communicate through the use of the internet.  If you 

don’t use the internet, calling their local offices works, 

too.  Our voices must be heard.   

I hope that every one of you has reviewed the 

information concerning our upcoming state federation 
convention.  We have been fortunate to be able to host 
the other five federations in the Southeast for a one day 

training seminar with two excellent national office staff 
members.  I urge you to attend to learn more about 
NARFE and to meet others with similar interests.  This 

will probably be the last state convention to be held in 
Columbia for a while since we expect it to rotate to 
another chapter in the state next year.  Sign up now.  We 

need you to help us meet and greet our state and 
regional colleagues. 

Kathy Hensley 
President’s Report 

Kathy Hensley (on the left), NARFE Chapter 87 President, and Clara Gillentine, the chapter’s Membership 
Committee Chair, were among ten exhibitors registered at the 75th Annual South Carolina Conservation Partnership 
Conference, on February 23, 2016.  The convention, held in Columbia, was attended by state and federal 
representatives.  Membership applications were distributed to several interested prospective members.  

Chapter 87 Quick Finance Facts You Should Know for FY 2016 (between January 1 & March 21, 2016) 

Contributions to Alzheimer’s  $30.10 Dues rebates received from NARFE Headquarters $454.67 

Contributions to FEEA disaster relief $9.00 Member contributions to offset lunch price increase $194.25 

Contributions to FEEA scholarships $9.00 Chapter’s portion of 50/50 drawing $75.50 
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Time Sensitive 

You should visit the NARFE Federal Benefits 
Institute:  This is your gateway to live and recorded 
learning events and valuable resources designed to help 
NARFE members take charge of your federal benefits and 
guarantee a secure future. These resources are always 
FREE to members.  Go to narfe.org for viewing.   

Webinars Coming Soon in 2016   

Claiming Social Security — April 28 

Exploring TSP Withdrawal Options — May 26 

5 Year Countdown to Retirement — June 30 

Post Retirement — To Be Announced 

FEHBP and Medicare — To Be Announced 

Alphabet Soup of Health Plans — To Be Announced 

Past Webinars on File for Your Viewing 
(The items listed below are some, but not all, of the past 

webinars on narfe.org conducted by Tammy Flanagan.) 

 

FEHBP & Medicare: Make the BEST Choice — November 12, 

2015  

Survivor Benefits:  Key Decisions for Feds of All Ages — March 

10, 2016 

 

Much more information is available.  Go to narfe.org and click 

on NARFE Federal Benefits Institute to see past webinars, white 

papers of interest to current employees, annuitants, and survivor 

annuitants, and one special tool called “Be Prepared for Life’s 

Events.“ This tool helps organize all your important paperwork 

and account numbers in one place.  Check it out. 

Newsletter suggestions,  
questions, or comments are  

always welcome & encouraged!   

Contact Bob Shear 803-386-2027 or  
robertshear.narfe87@hotmail.com 

Support FEEA, the Federal  Employee Education 

and Assistance Fund  

Your contributions 

help active and retired 

federal employees & 

their families. 


