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Chapter 87 meets the second 
Friday of each month, at 11:30 
am, at Seawell’s at 1125 
Rosewood Drive, Columbia, 
SC, directly across from the 
main entrance to the SC 
Fairgrounds.  Doors open at 
11:00 am so come early.  A 
complete buffet lunch costs 
$14.00, payable at the door.  A 
reservation is not required so  
please join us.   

 

Chapter 87 
successfully hosted 
the 55th Annual 
South Carolina 
Federation 
Conference in 2019.  
The theme of the 
conference 
(“NARFE – The go 

to resource for grassroots advocacy for 
the federal community”) is relevant today 
especially because of the assault on 
federal pay and earned benefits.  Many 
thanks to the planning committee for the 
splendid job they did in making 
arrangements and accommodations for 
the conference.  A huge “thank you’ also 
goes to members of Chapter 87 who 
attended and participated in large 
numbers during the conference.  A 
highlight of the conference was the 
posthumous presentation of the 
prestigious Judy Kemp Award to Larry 
Shaff from Chapter 2258, Hilton Head.  
This award is presented annually in honor 
and memory of Judy Kemp, past 
president of the South Carolina NARFE 
Federation from Chapter 72, North 
Charleston, and as a tribute to her 
leadership and dedication during her 
many years in the South Carolina 
NARFE Federation.  

The 2019-2020 South Carolina federation 
officers were installed by Clarence 
Robinson, Region 3 Vice President. The 
officers are:  Blaine Lotz, President; 
Ernest Williams, Executive Vice 
President; Kevin Toevs, Secretary; and  

 Betty Hawkins, Treasurer.  Please join 
me in thanking our own, Robert Shear 
for the outstanding service he rendered 
as president of the South Carolina 
Federation. 

 We need to become more involved in 
NARFE grassroots advocacy. The 2019-
2020 election cycle is upon us, so please 
plan to get involved by attending 
community events where legislators or 
candidates and their staff will be in 
attendance.  These community events 
include fairs, picnics, town hall 
meetings, etc. Learn more about how 
you can take action to protect your 
earned pay and benefits by reviewing 
the NARFE Advocacy link at 
www.narfe.org.  Equally important, 
contribute to NARFE-PAC today.   
Information about NARFE-PAC and a 
contribution form can be obtained in the 
NARFE monthly magazine or at our 
monthly meetings. 

Save the date change for our 
August 2019 monthly 

chapter meeting 

 The Chapter 87 monthly meeting for 
August 2019 will be held Thursday, 
August 8, 2019.  This is a one-time 
change in the date only for August; the 
location and time remain the same.  The 
monthly meeting for September 2019 
will resume as scheduled on the second 
Friday at 11:00 am at Seawell’s 
Restaurant on Rosewood Drive in 
Columbia (across from SC Fairgrounds).  
Please plan to join us.  If you have 
suggestions or want to be more involved 
in our chapter, please let me know.  
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The National Active and Retired Federal Employees Association 
(NARFE), one of America’s oldest and largest associations, was founded 
in 1921 with the mission of protecting the earned rights and benefits of 
America’s active and retired federal workers. The largest federal 
employee/retiree organization, NARFE represents the interests of 5 
million current and future federal annuitants, spouses and survivors.  

http://www.narfe.org
http://www.narfe.org/
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July 12, 2019 —  Aimée Murray is a public affairs specialist and media spokesperson for Dominion 
Energy South Carolina. Prior to joining Dominion Energy South Carolina in July 2017, Aimée was 
the Communication and Community Engagement Officer for Berkeley County School District and 
served as spokesperson for nearly three years. Aimée also has experience in the health care and not-
for-profit industries, working at the Medical University of South Carolina in Charleston and at 
Trident United Way in North Charleston.   Aimée is a graduate of the University of South Carolina- 
Columbia, where she earned a BA in Journalism and Mass Communication in 2007 and a Master’s 
in Mass Communication in 2014.  

Programs — Patrice Mickens (patrice.mickens@yahoo.com) 

President Ernest  Williams (803) 783-6825 Greeter — Welcome Eddie Adams (803) 234-2247 

Immediate Past President  Vacant   Greeter — Welcome Vacant  

1st Vice President Clara Gillentine (803) 796-3106 Legislative Officer Charles (Randy) Herald  (803) 520-7169 

2nd Vice President Charles (Randy) Herald  (803) 520-7169 Membership  Clara Gillentine (803) 796-3106 

3rd Vice President Patrice Mickens (803) 318-0027 NARFE — FEEA Anna Lane (803) 865-8483 

Secretary Loraine Montgomery (803) 239-8323 NARFE — PAC Vacant  

Treasurer LaNora Jensen (803) 315-5862 Programs Patrice Mickens (803) 318-0027 

Chaplain Anna Lane  (803) 865-8483 SC Federation AVP Ed Griffin  (803) 240-6569 

Sergeant-at-Arms Ronnie Settles (803) 865-1090 Registration  Nellie  Bodenhamer (803) 894-3245 

Executive Committee Elaine Von Eck (803) 814-2841 Registration Linda Hamilton  (803) 794-4198 

Executive Committee Eddie Adams  (803) 234-2247 Service Officer William M. Toney (803) 786-1097 

Executive Committee William M. Toney (803) 786-1097 Newsletter  Bob Shear (803) 331-9567 

Executive Committee Nellie Bodenhamer (803) 894-3245 Newsletter Assistant Patrice Mickens (803) 318-0027 

Parliamentarian Vacant  50/50 Drawing Augustus Johnson  (803) 939-2187 

Alzheimer’s Betty Wessinger (803) 345-5862 50/50 Drawing Vacant  

Audit Paul Donahue (803) 951-3213 Network Coordinator Paul Donahue (803) 951-3213 

Health & Happiness Betty Missouri (803) 477-4592 Historian Nellie  Bodenhamer (803) 894-3245 

A note for Chapter 87 officers — Check out the new Association Management System (AMS) when you log onto 
narfe.org.  If you have problems, call me at 803-331-9567 or send me an email at robertshear.narfe87@hotmail.com 
and explain the difficulty you encountered.  I’ll work with you to resolve your issue.  NARFE conducted a number 
of webinars prior to the conversion to AMS to try to anticipate problems chapter and federation officers might 
encounter.  There have been conversion problems so contact me if you need help.   

Cards sent from April through June 11, 2019:  One sympathy card, one get well card, and 19 
birthday cards.  If you learn of any sickness or death within the membership, please text me at 
803-477-4592.    ********Good health and happiness to all.********   

Betty Missouri 
Health and Happiness 
Betty7907@att.net 

The conference in May was a great success.  Members were generous in buying 50/50 tickets and the 
greatest prize was drawn for a member of Chapter 87.  Over $800.00 was sent to Alzheimer's Disease 
Research in Chicago.  The Longest Day Walk is in June and in the fall we will have another drive for 
Alzheimer’s.  Please read Ms. William's excellent article on Alzheimer's on page 42 in the June NARFE 

magazine. 

September 13, 2019 — Mesha Davis is a Home Care Consultant with Home Instead Senior Care with a facility 
located in Columbia.  She will discuss in-home care that focuses on providing support to older family members who 
need help with the activities of everyday living.   

August 8, 2019 (please note the meeting is on Thursday, not Friday) — Since 2012, Beth 
Bernstein has represented District 78 in the South Carolina House of Representatives.  She 
graduated from the University of Georgia with a Bachelor of Arts degree in 1991. She later earned 
her law degree from the University of South Carolina School of Law in 1994. She practices law at 
Bernstein and Bernstein, Attorneys at Law, the firm her father founded in 1943. She currently 
practices with her brother, Lowell Bernstein, and husband, Rip Sanders.     

Betty Wessinger 
Alzheimer’s Coordinator

(803) 345-5862 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/University_of_Georgia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/University_of_South_Carolina_School_of_Law
https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=beth+bernstein+sc&id=BB686BC8ED55916FFB1C254AB73366F67FC97604&FORM=IQFRBA
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What is dues 
withholding? It is a 
dues-payment method 
that gives NARFE 

members (retirees) the option of having their 
annual NARFE membership dues deducted 
from their annuities on a monthly basis.   

What are the advantages? 

• Save 15% off your annual NARFE dues!  
• Sign up your spouse and double your savings!  
• You’ll never get another dues reminder from NARFE!  
• Your monthly payment is affordable and convenient!   

• You may cancel your dues withholding at any time!  

How does it work?  

One-twelfth of your total dues is automatically deducted from 
your monthly annuity. Your dues withholding monthly 
deduction is determined by the following formula: ($34 
NARFE Dues ÷ 12) + ($4 Chapter 87 Dues ÷ 12) = $3.17 
Total Monthly Deduction. 

How do I sign up? 

Complete the Dues Withholding Application found in the 
April issue of the NARFE magazine,  call 1-800-456-8410, or 
contact me via email or call (803) 796-3106.  

Pictured above on the left is Bob Shear, the 
federation’s immediate past president, 
presenting chapter 87’s Ray Jensen a 
certificate of distinguished service 
recognizing Ray’s outstanding work 
auditing the federation’s financial records.   

The certificate was jointly signed by Mr. 
Shear and Ken Thomas, NARFE’s national 
president, in recognition of Ray’s 
significant contribution to the success of 
the South Carolina NARFE federation.       

Check out www.87.scnarfe.org, 

scnarfe.org or narfe.org 

Pictured on the left, Ernest 

Williams, chapter 87 president, 

and Olivia Williams, federation 

Alzheimer’s chair, jointly 

recognize Betty Wessinger (in 

the center of the photo) at the 

April 12 chapter meeting.  Betty 

was recognized for distinguished 

service in support of Alzheimer’s.   

Pictured to the right are 
two very distinguished 
World War II veterans 
who are long time 
NARFE members and 
members of chapter 87.  
Pictured in the WWII 
Infantry hat is Gerald 
White and next to him is 
Jake Schwartz.    

On the day of the photo, 
Gerald gave a most 
interesting presentation 
on his service in Europe 
during the final months 
of WWII.  We also 
learned that Gerald and 
Jake completed basic 
training at the same 
Army installation.    

As luck would have it, 
this was also Gerald’s 
birthday.  Chapter 87 
members recognized the 
special day with a 
beautifully decorated 
cake to honor Gerald.     

Pictured on the right, Ernest 

Williams presents a certificate of 

appreciation to Ezell Pittman, 

Ph.D., for his Wonders of the 

World travel presentation at the 

chapter’s April 12 meeting.   

Clara Gillentine 
Membership Chair 
gillentinelc803@aol.com  
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Time Sensitive 

As annuitants and retirees, we should 
prepare for life’s events.  One of life’s 
events may render an annuitant unable 

to handle his or her own money or medical affairs because 
of a mental or physical condition. Here are a few things 
annuitants should be aware of in preparing for an inability to 
handle their own financial and/or medical affairs. 

Office of Personnel Management (OPM)   
OPM will not make payment based on a power of attorney 
or the existence of a joint account with the annuitant at a 
financial institution.  OPM will only make payments to 
someone to handle your funds under one of the following 
conditions:  1. OPM will make payments to a person who 
has been appointed by a state court to be responsible for 
managing funds on behalf of the annuitant.  OPM must have 
an original certified copy of the appointment in this 
situation.  2.  OPM will make payments to a person 
approved by OPM under a “Representative Payee” process 
through OPM.  Contact must be made with OPM for 
completion of the “Representative Payee” appointment 
approval process.  OPM may be contacted at 1-888-767-
6738  between the hours of 7:40 am to 5:00 pm, Monday 
thru Thursday and Friday, 8:30 am to 5:00 pm. 

Veterans Administration (VA)   
The VA has a Fiduciary Program to protect veterans and 
beneficiaries who are unable to manage their VA benefits 
through the appointment and oversight of a fiduciary. 
Contact should be made with the VA concerning the  

Fiduciary Program by calling 1-800-827-1000 from 8:00 
am to 9:00 pm Monday thru Friday. 

 Social Security Administration (SSA)   
You may appoint a qualified person to represent you when 
doing business with Social Security.  However, to have a 
person receive SSA payment on your behalf, SSA must 
appoint a “Representative Payee” who would be authorized 
to use the benefits to pay current and future needs of the 
recipient or beneficiary.  Being an authorized 
representative, having a power of attorney, or a joint bank 
account with the beneficiary will not be accepted by Social 
Security.  Only that person who has applied to the SSA and 
appointed by the SSA will be authorized to negotiate and 
manage a beneficiary’s benefits.   Contact should be made 
with Social Security concerning appointments for 
representatives and representative payees by calling 1-800-
772-1213 from 7:00 am to 7:00 pm. 

  Medicare Medical Information   
Medicare will permit the authorization of a person or 
persons to assist you with Medicare-related matters such as 
gathering information about your insurance for research/
decision making purposes, handling claims and/or 
payments and receiving notices, medical information and 
other related matters.  You may complete your Authorized 
Representative form online at MyMedicare.gov or by 
calling customer service seven days a week, 24 hours a day 
at 1-800-633-4227.   

William M. Toney 
Service Officer 
wtoney@sc.rr.com  


