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Chapter 87 meets the second 
Friday of each month, at 11:30 
A.M., at Seawell’s at 1125 
Rosewood Dr., Columbia, SC, 
directly across from the main 
entrance to the SC Fair 
Grounds.  Doors open at 11:00 
A.M.  A complete buffet lunch 
costs $14.00, payable at the 
door.  A reservation is not 
required so come join us.   

Please  be prompt. 
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Holiday Season is here again.   
Start the celebration with 

music by our own Ray 
Jensen on the sax and his 
piano accompanist, Linda 

Skipper. 

  Guest Speakers & 
Programs 

Ernest Williams 
President 
 

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE  With congress spending the better part of the last 
month in recess, not much has taken place on the legislative front. It seems the 
old adage proves true: when all is said and done, a lot more is said than done. 
One thing that has seen some action is in regard to VA executives. Congress 
passed legislation making it easier for the Veterans Administration to fire 
executives by removing some of the protections afforded federal employees. While 
we all want excellent care for our veterans, we also want to be sure that this is not 
just another means to attack the federal work force.  
 

In other legislative action concerning federal employees, it appears the effort by the 
Administration to privatize air traffic control has stalled. The White House used 
Canada’s privatized air traffic control system as an example of the benefits to be 
gained by eliminating the federal work force ignoring that their system utilizes much more modern 
technology. A House bill to privatize the system has made very little progress, and the Senate has not 
considered the issue. The workers seem safe for now. 
 

It also appears that there are efforts to reduce the federal work force in Washington by moving 
functions to regional centers. The VA is seeking to eliminate over 3,500 jobs by moving those jobs out 
of Washington and consolidating them through attrition. According to officials, their move is sparked by 
the high cost of qualified labor in the DC area, but that does not address the goal of eliminating 
thousands of jobs. 
 

A federal judge has thrown out a lawsuit by a group of federal employees who say they were harmed 
by the OPM data breach.  In dismissing the suit, the judge ruled that the litigants failed to show that 
they actually had been harmed and failed to show a high likelihood that they would be harmed by the 
exposed personal data. 
 

On the local front, we have requested meetings with both Congressmen representing our membership 
area. We are currently awaiting time blocks on their schedules. 

NEW PROPOSED CHAPTER 87 BYLAWS ARE READY FOR 
REVIEW  Our Chapter Bylaws have been revised to align them with the 
National and SC Federation Bylaws.  One of the major changes in the new 
proposed bylaws is the deletion of the requirement to elect delegates to our 
National and Federation conferences. Our new chapter bylaws incorporate the 
“one member, one vote” requirement in accordance with the National Bylaws.  
This article serves as notification that our proposed Chapter 87 Bylaws may be 
reviewed at our Federation website at:  scnarfe.org and click on Columbia 
Chapter 87 and the info-links page.  Chapter members are urged to review the 
proposed bylaws and attend our November 2017 chapter meeting to discuss 
and cast your vote. 
 

DOWNWARD TREND CONTINUES IN CHAPTER 
MEMBERSHIP  Our chapter membership reports reflect continued losses of members to the 
National Chapter at time of renewal.  We addressed this issue in our July-August 2017 newsletter.  We 
want to reverse this downward trend.  If you have an idea to resolve this issue, please let me know. 
Remember that our chapter is the local organization that speaks for active and retired federal 
employees in our local area and we keep constant vigilance to hold our elected officials accountable 
for decisions that affect our pay and retirement benefits.  We need your support and chapter 
membership at time of renewal. 
 

SAVE THE DATE  The 2018 SC Federation Conference will be held on March 26-28, 2018 at 
Hilton Myrtle Beach Resort, 10000 Beach Club Drive, Myrtle Beach, SC. 

Randy Herald 
Legislative Chair 
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     OCTOBER 13, 2017—Nakita Barnes was born and raised in Columbia. She is a nurse practitioner at the 

University Of South Carolina School Of Medicine in the division of pulmonary, critical care, and sleep medicine. She 
graduated from the Tennessee State University in 2001 with a Bachelor in Nursing and received her Masters from 
University of South Carolina School of Nursing with a dual certification in Pediatric Primary Care and Adult Acute 
Care in 2008. Currently is she perusing a doctoral degree from USC in Nurse Executive Leadership. Mrs. Barnes is 
also an adjunct professor in the Family Nurse Practitioner Program for South University Columbia campus. Her 
research interests are sleep apnea treatment compliance and ultrasound education for nurse practitioners.  
Personally, she enjoys spending time with her husband and two sons, Joshua and Jacob. Her hobbies include 

reading and traveling to new places. 

      NOVEMBER 10, 2017— Elizabeth Brantley is a Program Director with the Alzheimer’s Association 

South Carolina Chapter, covering ten counties in the Midlands. Elizabeth earned her Master’s degree in Public Health 
Promotion, Education and Behavior from the University of South Carolina, and received her undergraduate degree 
from Clemson University. Elizabeth has a special place in her heart for caregivers after watching her grandfather 
tenderly care for her grandmother as she battled Alzheimer’s disease. She is thankful to work with an organization 
now to help connect families to resources and give some hope in an otherwise very sad diagnosis. She is excited as 

we all work towards our vision of a world without Alzheimer’s.  

Programs  - 2nd Vice President                             Clara Gillentine 

President Ernest  Williams (803)783-6825 Greeter — Welcome Eddie Adams (803)234-2247 

Immediate Past President  Kathy Hensley (803)957-7750 Greeter — Welcome Josie McLeod (803)254-7239 

1st Vice President Kathy Hensley (803)957-7750 Legislative Charles (Randy) Herald  (803)520-7169 

2nd Vice President Clara Gillentine (803)796-3106 Membership  Kathy Hensley (803)957-7750 

3rd Vice President Charles (Randy) Herald  (803)520-7169 NARFE — FEEA Anna  Lane (803)865-8483 

Secretary Loraine Montgomery (803)239-8323 NARFE — PAC Tom Castellucio (803)786-1783 

Treasurer LaNora Jensen (803)315-5862  Programs Clara L. Gillentine (803)796-3106 

Chaplain Tom Daniels (803)865-0383 Public Relations Clara L. Gillentine (803)796-3106 

Sergeant-at-Arms Ronnie Settles (803)865-1090 Registration  Vacant  

Executive Committee Elaine Von Eck (803)738-1569 Registration Nellie  Bodenhamer (803)894-3245 

Executive Committee Eddie Adams (803) 234-2247 Service Officer William M. Toney (803)786-1097 

Executive Committee William M. Toney (803)786-1097 Newsletter (Interim) Kathy Hensley (803)957-7750 

Executive Committee Donna Kea-Smith (803)427-4338 50/50 Drawing Patrice Mickens (803)798-8378 

Parliamentarian Vacant  50/50 Drawing Vacant  

Alzheimer’s Betty Wessinger (803)345-5862 Network Coordinator Paul Donahue (803)951-3213 

Audit Paul Donahue (803)951-3213 Historian Nellie  Bodenhamer (803)894-3245 

Health & Happiness Betty Missouri (803477-4592  SC Federation DFO Ed Griffin (803)240-6569 

YOU ARE INVITED! 

You will not want to miss our December Holiday Meeting (December 8). 

Entertainment  provided by Skipper and Jensen  

featuring Ray Jensen on the sax and Linda Skipper on the piano. 

Let us know you're coming so that Seawell's can plan for additional food.   

For additional information, contact Clara Gillentine 803-796-3106.  

SAVE THESE DATES 

     The South Carolina NARFE Federation annual conference – March 26-28, 2018 at the Hilton Myrtle Beach Resort, 10000 
Beach Club Drive in North Myrtle Beach area.   Due to Bylaws changes made at the 2016 National NARFE Convention, the an-
nual Federation meeting will be more training and speakers on topics of interest to active and retired federal workers.  Our key-
note speaker will be the new Executive Director of NARFE, Barbara Sido.   



 

 

Page 3  

 Reporting an Annuitant's Death 

As Service Officer for Columbia Chapter 87, I am available to assist family members when an 
annuitant dies. While one's death is a difficult topic to discuss, reviewing the following information will 
help in understanding the steps that will need to be taken when an annuitant dies. An OPM death 
notification letter can be downloaded from the Federal Benefits link on the NARFE website, 
www.narfe.org. under Retirement Planning & Benefits, 

Step 1. Notify OPM of the annuitant's death either by:    

phoning OPM at 1-888-767-6738. OPM can be reached Monday thru Thursday, 7:40 am 
to 5:00pm and Friday from 8:30 am to 5:00 pm,   

(writing to OPM, Retirement Operations Center, P. O. Box 45, Boyers, PA 16017-0045.  

going online at https://www.serviceonline.gov/rsr/annuitantdeath. 

Step 2. Return annuity payments dated or received after the date of death. All outstanding paper 
copy annuity checks payable to the deceased annuitant should be returned to the Treasury 
Department. Federal law does not permit the cashing or negotiating of a government check payable to a 
deceased person, even by an executor or administrator of an estate. If the annuity payment is being 
deposited to a financial institution, notify the institution immediately of the annuitant's date of death so it 
will not accept new annuity payments in the account and can return subsequent annuity payments to 
the Treasury Department. Or, the survivor can leave untouched any payment deposited in the account 
after the date of death. OPM will request that the Treasury Department recover the proper 
payment. 

Step 3. Remember to include all of the following information when reporting a death.  

  — The deceased's name, date of birth, retirement claim number or Social Security number. 
  —  Date of death. 
  —  Name of the individual reporting the death, and his or her relationship to the deceased, along 
   with contact information, such as address, telephone number and email address. 
  —  Name, address and phone number of the surviving spouse, if any. 
 

As always, I can be contacted at 803-786-1097 and my email address is wtoney@sc.rr.com. for any 
questions anyone may have. 

NARFE-FEEA PROGRAM—To find out more about the FEAA program, visit website: www.narfe.org.  To Donate:  make a 
tax-deductible contribution by writing your check to the NARFE-FEEA Scholarship  Program or the NARFE-FEEA 
Disaster Fund.  Note on the check memo line Chapter #87 and mail to:  NARFE FEAA Program, c/o Margaret Baptiste, 
1224 Village Creek Lane, Unit Q6-7, Mount Pleasant, SC 29464-3186. 

Service Officer                                                    William Toney 

For July, August and September, three sympathy cards, one get well card, and sixteen birthday cards were sent.  If you did not 

receive a birthday card or you know of a chapter member who passes away or is grieving the loss of a family member, please let 

me know.  It is difficult to keep up with hospitalizations and illnesses.  If one of our members is ill or hospitalized, please call 

me at 803-736-5374 and I will send a card. 

Health and Happiness                                      Betty Missouri 

NOTICE  -  HELP WANTED:   
Newsletter Editor position is vacant.  If you have publishing skills, please consider volunteering  

for this position.  Some training is available.  Contact Ernest Williams, President. 

https://www.serviceonline.gov/rsr/annuitantdeath
mailto:wtonev@sc.rr.com
http://www.narfe.org
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Time Sensitive 

SC & Region III Federation Alzheimer’s Coordinator                                        Olivia Williams 

Our Chapter recently celebrated the Longest Day and I would like to thank all those who made 
financial donations.  
 

Columbia Chapter #87 has registered a Team On-line for NARFE Chapter members, along with their friends and family 
being able to make donations to the team online, bring your financial contributions to our October 13th meeting or take the 
contributions to the local Walk in our area to be credited to our Team Name:  NARFE Columbia Chapter #87.   Team Captain 
is Olivia A. Williams and Co-Captain Patrice Mickle.   So, why not lace up your tennis shoes and come walk with the Team. 

 

 

 

 

Columbia Walk to End Alzheimer's     -      October 21
st

 

Spirit Communication Park 

 

November is National Alzheimer’s Month and will be observed at our November meeting. 

For Alzheimer’s Aid – Call toll free 1-800-272-3900. The information help line is available 24 hours a day, 7 
days a week.  

For Tax Deductible Contributions:  Make checks payable to NARFE-Alzheimer’s Research – and please 
include your chapter name and number on your check.  If you wish to mail your check directly, the address 
is:  Alzheimer’s Association, 225 N. Michigan Ave., 17th Floor, Chicago, IL. 60601-7633. REMEMBER:  100% 
of these funds contributed go directly toward research.  

http://act.alz.org/columbiawalk
http://act.alz.org/site/PageServer?pagename=walk_chapter&scid=1782

