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Chapter 87 meets the second 
Friday of each month, at 11:30 
A.M., at Seawell’s at 1125 
Rosewood Dr., Columbia, SC, 
directly across from the main 
entrance to the SC Fair 
Grounds.  Doors open at 11:00 
A.M.  A complete buffet lunch 
costs $14.00, payable at the 
door.  A reservation is not 
required so come join us.   

Please  be prompt. 

 

NEW NATIONAL RULES 
CAUSE HUGE DROP IN      
CHAPTER MEMBERSHIP 

The new 2016  National 
Bylaws adopted at the 
2016 NARFE National 
Convention in Reno, NV 
have put into effect the 
Optional Chapter 
Membership policy.  In 
other words, when you 
receive a renewal form 
NARFE HQ, you have 

the option to renew with the National 
Chapter or drop your Local Chapter (Chapter 
87).   Part of the confusion is that there is no 
explanation that unless you pay the 
additional $4.00 for chapter dues, you will be 
dropped from local activities and 
notifications. 
    Since January 1, 2017 to present, twenty-
one (21) members of our chapter have opted 
to pay only National dues of $40 per year 
and drop chapter membership.  This is a huge 
drop in our chapter membership numbers and 
is expected to affect our ability to provide 
services at the local level until we can find a 
solution.  So far, three members have 
transferred back to our chapter.  We hope the 
other eighteen will consider doing the same. 

We are addressing this issue at this time 
because it is a new policy and the renewal 
form may be confusing or misleading.  We 
want you to make an informed decision at 
time of membership renewal.  Another 
reason to address this issue is because of the 
adverse impact on our chapter operations as 
follows: (1) loss of chapter dues; (2) reduced 
attendance at chapter monthly meetings and 
(3) decreased chapter membership numbers.  
You will be dropped from the member list 
who receive this quarterly newsletter and 
other chapter benefits. For the additional 
dues of $4 per year, we provide a way for 
you to keep in touch with what is happening 
in the Federal family in South Carolina.   We 
want you to decide at time of membership 
renewal to renew with our Chapter.  If you 
have questions about the renewal form or the 
process to transfer back to our Chapter from 
National, contact our  Membership Chair at 
kathrynhensley@hotmail.com  or me at 
ejohwjr@earthlink.net or call us; our 
telephone numbers are listed on page 2 of 
this newsletter.  Remember that our chapter 
is the local organization that speaks for 
active and retired federal employees in our 
local area as we keep constant vigilance to 
hold our elected officials accountable for 
actions that affect our pay and retirement 
benefits.   
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ALZHEIMER’S UPDATE — This year’s Alzheimer’s Longest 
Day was observed on June 21, and chapters nationwide 
participated in order to raise funds and awareness about 

Alzheimer’s Disease.  Chapter 87 will observe the Longest Day at our next meeting, July 14, 
2017 and we are asking members to bring their monetary donations which we will submit to 
the National Alzheimer’s Association. 
    Columbia Walk to END ALZHEIMER’S will be October 21, 2017.  Columbia Chapter 
#87 has registered a Team Online for Chapter members, along with their friends and family 
to make donations to the team on line or take the contributions to the local Walk to be 
credited to our Team NARFE Columbia Chapter #87.  Team Captain is Olivia A. Williams.  
    For Alzheimer’s Aid – Call toll free 1-800-272-3900. The information help line is 
available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.  
   For Tax Deductible Contributions:  Make checks payable to NARFE-Alzheimer’s Research 
– include your chapter name and number on your check.  Check can be mailed directly to 
Alzheimer’s Association, 225 N. Michigan Ave., 17th Floor, Chicago, IL. 60601-7633.  
REMEMBER:  100% of these funds go directly toward research.  

One chapter member, Iola J. Hoff,  passed away in June.  Seventeen 
birthday cards were sent for April, May and June and 3 sympathy cards.   If 
you did not receive a birthday card or you know of a chapter member who 
passes away or is grieving the loss of a family member, please let me know.  

It is difficult to keep up with hospitalizations and illnesses.  If one of our members is ill or 
hospitalized, please call me at 803-736-5374 and I will send a card. 
We extend our condolences to Chaplain Tom Daniels on the passing of his mother in June. 

Betty Missouri 
Health and Happiness 

Olivia A. Williams 
SC Federation Alzheimer’s Coord. 

mailto:kathrynhensley@hotmail.com
mailto:ejohwjr@earthlink.net
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       July 14, 2017— Julie Ellis is the Coordinator for Richland Library’s Books to You program.  She 
has worked for Richland Library for eight years.  Prior to working for Richland Library, Julie was a 
manager at Barnes and Noble.  Julie is an avid reader and loves sharing books.  She is a graduate of 
Wake Forest University and a native of Columbia. 
 

       
       August 11, 2017 — Bob Shear was elected on March 29, 2017, as South Carolina Federation 
President.  He previously served two terms as Chapter 87’s President.  Bob will speak about: (1) results 
from the Joint National Executive Board and Federation President’s Meeting held in Jacksonville, 
Florida, in mid-July, (2) status of upcoming federation and chapter bylaw changes and (3) plans for the 
federation’s 2018 convention scheduled for March 26-28, 2018, at the Hilton Myrtle Beach Resort (the 
same hotel used for the 2017 convention).      
 

Programs  - 2nd Vice President                             Clara Gillentine 

President Ernest  Williams (803)783-6825 Greeter — Welcome Eddie Adams (803)234-2247 

Immediate Past President  Kathy Hensley (803)957-7750 Greeter — Welcome Josie McLeod (803)254-7239 

1st Vice President Kathy Hensley (803)957-7750 Legislative Charles (Randy) Herald  (803)520-7169 

2nd Vice President Clara Gillentine (803)796-3106 Membership  Kathy Hensley (803)957-7750 

3rd Vice President Charles (Randy) Herald  (803)520-7169 NARFE — FEEA Anna  Lane (803)865-8483 

Secretary Loraine Montgomery (803)239-8323 NARFE — PAC Tom Castellucio (803)786-1783 

Treasurer LaNora Jensen (803)315-5862  Programs Clara L. Gillentine (803)796-3106 

Chaplain Tom Daniels (803)865-0383 Public Relations Clara L. Gillentine (803)796-3106 

Sergeant-at-Arms Ronnie Settles (803)865-1090 Registration  Vacant  

Executive Committee Elaine Von Eck (803)738-1569 Registration Nellie  Bodenhamer (803)894-3245 

Executive Committee Vacant  Service Officer William M. Toney (803)786-1097 

Executive Committee William M. Toney (803)786-1097 Newsletter (Interim) Kathy Hensley (803)957-7750 

Executive Committee Donna Kea-Smith (803)427-4338 50/50 Drawing Patrice Mickens (803)798-8378 

Parliamentarian Vacant  50/50 Drawing Vacant  

Alzheimer’s Betty Wessinger (803)345-5862 Network Coordinator Paul Donahue (803)951-3213 

Audit Paul Donahue (803)951-3213 Historian Nellie  Bodenhamer (803)894-3245 

Health & Happiness Betty Missouri (803477-4592  SC Federation DFO Vacant  

       September 8, 2017 —  Sultan Siddique, MD, FACC, FHRS, is a cardiologist with Palmetto 
Heart and a clinical assistant professor at the University of South Carolina School of Medicine.  Dr. 
Siddique earned his medical degree from the New York University School of Medicine in New York 
City and completed his residency in internal medicine at Temple University Hospital in Philadelphia. 
He completed a cardiology fellowship at the University of Pittsburgh Medical Center and a cardiac 
electrophysiology fellowship at Hospital of the University of Pennsylvania in Philadelphia.  Dr. 
Siddique is board certified in internal medicine, cardiology and cardiac electrophysiology. He is skilled 
in performing a multitude of device implantations and ablation procedures for all types off arrhythmia. 

Nurses Improving Care for Health System Elders Coordinator Cheryl Byrom was 
guest speaker at our monthly meeting in May. She has over thirty years 
experience in healthcare and teaches classes on "Geriatric Sensitivity" to 
employees as well as community groups and oversees best care practices of 
older adults throughout Palmetto Health.  We recognized and thanked her for 
her  service in our community as our honoree during Public Service Recognition 
Week, May 7-13, 2017.  Ms. Byrom is shown here with Bob Shear, SC 

Federation President and Ernest Williams, Chapter 87 President. 



 

 

Page 3  

 LEGISLATIVE UPDATE:  As discussed at our June meeting, there are several legislative items which 
should be of great concern to all NARFE members. The president’s 2018 budget proposal threatens to cut 
benefits for those who have already retired. While there is little chance that the proposed budget will survive 
exactly as is, it is a sign of the threats we face after a career of public service. 
   

The budget proposes reducing COLAs for current and future retirees under the Civil Service Retirement 
System (CSRS) by 0.5 percent each year, and eliminating them for current and future retirees under the Federal 
Employees Retirement System (FERS). This proposal would hurt retirees living on fixed incomes, taking 
thousands of dollars from their pockets over the course of retirement. This goes beyond any proposal NARFE 
has seen before and would renege on the government’s promise to pay the full amount of retirement annuities – 
which includes cost-of-living adjustments (COLAs) – in exchange for years of hard work over long careers by 
our nation’s public servants.  
 

This budget is but the latest action in a trend of reducing benefits, privatizing services, denigrating government 
workers and removing the responsibility of the federal government to provide for dedicated public servants. 
 

Among the many examples, the military retirement system which provided for a professional career staff has been replaced by a 
system putting the majority of the burden on the service member, supporting speculative Wall Street investment, reducing the 
responsibilities on the government and decreasing the incentive to remain for a military career.  
 

Another proposal would privatize the air traffic control system. The rationale given is that the US control system is antiquated, 
which it is in terms of technology, while Canada has a modern and privatized system. The failure in this logic is that we have 
failed to modernize our system, not that the employees are a failure. In fact, a privatized system would probably include most of 
the current federal employees, just with a loss of benefits. 
 

The US Postal Service reform proposal would shift the health care burden more directly onto the backs of current and retired 
postal employees by requiring them to enroll in Medicare. NARFE has come out against the bill, saying the 76,000 postal 
retirees who currently opt to use FEHBP plans as their primary insurers would face unwanted new costs. By NARFE’s 
estimation, the premium for Medicare Part B, currently $134 per month, would exceed the savings the retirees would see in their 
new postal-specific wraparound plan. 
 

It is critical that your legislators hear from you now. Let them know how these policies would harm voters, like you, in their 
district. If your legislators do not hear from you and other federal retirees about the effects of these dangerous proposals, they 
will view your silence as acceptance. 
 

Call or write your legislators today! Go on line to www.narfe.org to the Legislative Action Center and send the form letter or use 
NARFE’S dedicated phone number that will connect you directly to Capitol Hill  and your legislators, 866-220-0044. Don’t wait 
to get involved until it is too late! 

Randy Herald 
Legislative Chair 
3rd Vice President 

NARFE-FEEA PROGRAM—To find out more about the FEAA program, visit website: www.narfe.org.  To 
Donate:  make a tax-deductible contribution by writing your check to the NARFE-FEEA Scholarship  
Program or the NARFE-FEEA Disaster Fund.  Note on the check memo line Chapter #87 and mail to:  

NARFE FEAA Program, c/o Margaret Baptiste, 1224 Village Creek Lane, Unit Q6-7, Mount Pleasant, SC 29464-3186. 

Anna Lane 
FEAA Coordinator 

                                            

Chapter 87, Pledge of Allegiance 

Reg III Vice President 

Clarence Robinson & Pres-

ident Ernest Williams  - 

Chap 87 65th Anniversary 

                                            

Enjoying the entertainment 

Pictures from 2017 SC Federation Convention, Myrtle Beach    

Photography by Randy Herald  -- Watch for more Convention pictures in future NARFE Chapter 87 newsletters. 

http://strongmail1.multiview.com/track?type=click&eas=1&mailingid=2207489&messageid=2207489&databaseid=Mailing.DS207489.2207489.190315&serial=17735724&emailid=randy.herald@usa.net&userid=107276151&targetid=&fl=&extra=MultivariateId=&&&2015&&&http://www.narfe.
http://strongmail1.multiview.com/track?type=click&eas=1&mailingid=2207489&messageid=2207489&databaseid=Mailing.DS207489.2207489.190315&serial=17735724&emailid=randy.herald@usa.net&userid=107276151&targetid=&fl=&extra=MultivariateId=&&&2016&&&http://www.narfe.
http://strongmail1.multiview.com/track?type=click&eas=1&mailingid=2207489&messageid=2207489&databaseid=Mailing.DS207489.2207489.190315&serial=17735724&emailid=randy.herald@usa.net&userid=107276151&targetid=&fl=&extra=MultivariateId=&&&2017&&&http://www.narfe.
http://www.narfe.org
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Time Sensitive 

Social Security Adding Web Users Enhanced Security for Web Users—Beginning June 
10, 2017, the Social Security Administration (SSA) will use a second method to check the 

identification of “my Social Security” account holders when they register or sign in.  This is in addition to the first 
layer of security which is the username and password.  When you sign in after June 10, you will be able to choose 
either your cell phone number or email address as the second identification method.  The SSA believes that using two 
ways to identify users when they log on will help better protect accounts from unauthorized use and potentially  
identify fraud. 
 

New Medicare Cards will No Longer Contain Social Security Numbers— The Centers for Medicare and 
Medicaid Services (CMS) is readying a fraud prevention initiative that removes Social Security numbers from 
Medicare cards to help combat identity theft.  The new card will use a unique, randomly assigned number called a 
Medicare Beneficiary Identifier (MBI) to replace the Social Security card number.  CMS will begin mailing the new 
cards in April 2018 and will meet the congressional deadline for replacing all Medicare cards by April 2019.  CMS 
says this step is being taken to protect our seniors from fraudulent use of Social Security numbers which can lead to 
identify theft and illegal use of Medicare benefits.  There will be a 21 month transition period where providers will be 
able to use either their newly assigned number or their old Social Security based Health Insurance Claim number. 

William M. Toney 
Service Officer 

MEMBERSHIP:  Welcome to our reinstated members during the months of April, May, 
June!  They are:  James Locicero, Alice F. Moultrie, Diane Spires, H. Grady Adkins, 
Lynn E. Gibson, and Barbara A. Owens.    As stated in President Williams’ column on 

Page 1, we have a new system on membership renewals.  Please be very careful when you renew and include chapter 
dues payment of $4 so we can continue to serve you with local as well as other news of concern to federal workers 
and retirees.  Membership in Chapter 87 is crucial to our continuation.   
     Do you know someone who is a retired federal civilian employee or a current federal civilian employee?  Share 
your NARFE magazine with them.  Inside the magazine is a membership form.  Point it out to the prospective 
member and be sure to add your name to the form with your membership number and chapter #87 so you will get 
credit for the new member who joins and earn a $10 fee!  Let me know if you need membership forms. 

Kathy Hensley 
Membership Chair 
1st Vice President 


