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Chapter 87 meets the second 
Friday of each month, at 11:30 
A.M., at Seawell’s at 1125 
Rosewood Dr., Columbia, SC, 
directly across from the main 
entrance to the SC Fair 
Grounds.  Doors open at 11:00 
A.M.  A complete buffet lunch 
costs $14.00, payable at the 
door.  A reservation is not 
required so come join us.   

Please  be prompt. 
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LEGISLATIVE UPDATE  We hope you have had a safe and joyous 
holiday season. As we begin a new year, this is a good time to take a look, 
or at least hazard a guess, at what changes we can expect legislatively. 
First of all, a reminder to finally start hanging on to those receipts the gas 
pump always offer, but which just seem to clutter up your car. Many of you 
are aware that South Carolina is raising the gas tax after years without 
change. What you might not know is that along with the new gas tax comes 
a provision to reimburse you for some of your vehicle expenses. By saving 
your receipts for gas or maintenance, you can deduct the smaller of the 
two. Officials estimate this will save the average driver $15 per year. Your 
vehicle registration fees will also rise by $16 this year. I guess that pretty 
much erases the $15. 

Continued at top of Page 3  

 First of all, I hope everyone enjoyed the holiday season and I wish 
you and your families a Happy New Year! Many thanks for your 
support in 2017. I am looking forward to serving as Chapter President 
for a second term in 2018.  We wholeheartedly supported the objectives 
and goals of our Federation and National office last year.  I extend a 
hearty “thank you” to chapter officers and committee chairpersons for 
their leadership and commitment during the past year.  Please join me in 
congratulating our newly elected chapter officers (Listed below).  We do 
have some committees that need assistance so if you are interested in 
helping, please let me know. 
 
SAVE THE DATE  The 2018 SC Federation Conference will be held 
on March 26-28, 2018 at Hilton Myrtle Beach Resort, 10000 Beach 
Club Drive, Myrtle Beach, SC.  In the past, we have had a call to 

Convention, but with the change to One Member, One Vote (OMOV), we no longer vote 
and certify delegates to the convention.  A ballot will be provided soon for each member to 
vote for the Federation officers.  Instead of a convention with voting on officers and 
Delegates to the National Convention (which is now a Conference), the two day state 
meeting will concentrate on training, speakers on NARFE issues, and other items of interUst 
to our membership.  We will continue to have the sponsors who provide lots of good 
information for us.  The Federation has made available chapter grants to encourage more 
participation.  The grants will pay for conference registration fee and some additional costs.  
If you are new to NARFE or have not attended a state meeting or if you may be interested in 
a chapter committee position, this grant is for you.  Please let me know by February 15th if 
you are interested.   Elsewhere in this newsletter is an article by our Federation President, 
Bob Shear, that will provide more details about the Conference.  
 
I invite each of you to meet with our chapter members for a couple of hours each month for a 
complete buffet lunch, committee reports, informative speakers and fellowship at Seawell’s 
Restaurant on Rosewood Drive in Columbia (across from state fairground).  Together, we 
will build on the successes of the past as we go forward in 2018.  If you have suggestions or 
want to be more involved, let me know.  Your involvement makes   us  stronger. My  email  
address is:  ejohnwjr@earthlink.net and home phone is:  803-783-6825.  

Randy Herald 
Legislative Chair 

Newly Elected 2018 Chapter #87 Officers: 

Ernest Williams   President 

Clara Gillentine   lst Vice President 

Kathy Hensley   2nd Vice President 

Charles (Randy) Herald 3rd Vice President 

Loraine Montgomery  Secretary 

LaNora Jensen   Treasurer 

Tom Daniels  Chaplain 

Ronnie Settles  Sergeant at Arms 

Elaine Von Eck  Executive Committee 

Eddie Adams  Executive Committee 

William Toney  Executive Committee 

Nellie Bodenhamer Executive Committee 

mailto:ejohnwjr@earthlink.net
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     JANUARY 12, 2018—Judge Amy McCullouch graduated from the University of South Carolina in 
1987 and the University School of Law in 1990.  She clerked for two judges and in 1991 became an Assistant 
Solicitor for Richland County after which she worked in private practice with her husband.  She has been an 
adjunct professor at the University of South Carolina and Midlands Tech.  Judge McCullough was sworn in as 
the Probate Judge for Richland County in 1998.  The Richland County Probate Court administers estates of 
decedents, issues marriage licenses, appoints guardians and conservators for minors and incapacitated 
persons, orders involuntary commitments of mentally ill or chemically dependent persons, and hears and 
decides trust and estate litigation. 

     FEBRUARY 9, 2018— Anil Yallapragada, MD is an Assistant Professor in the Department of 
Neurology at the University of South Carolina and also serves as the Medical Director of the Advanced 
Primary Stroke Center at the Palmetto Health Richland Hospital. He received his M.D. from the Medical 
University of South Carolina and completed his Neurology Residency at the University of Chicago and 
Vascular Neurology Fellowship at the University of California Los Angeles (UCLA) Ronald Reagan Medical 
Center. He has received numerous professional awards and recognitions.  He has published in peer reviewed 
journals and has presented at numerous National and International Society meetings. His primary research 
interests include improvements in stroke systems of care and health disparities in stroke outcomes and care 
especially in South Carolina. 

Programs  - 2nd Vice President                              Kathy Hensley 

President Ernest  Williams (803)783-6825 Greeter — Welcome Eddie Adams (803)234-2247 

Immediate Past President  Kathy Hensley (803)957-7750 Greeter — Welcome Josie McLeod (803)254-7239 

1st Vice President Clara Gillentine (803)796-3106 Legislative Charles (Randy) Herald  (803)520-7169 

2nd Vice President Kathy Hensley (803)957-7750 Membership  Clara Gillentine (803)796-3106 

3rd Vice President Charles (Randy) Herald  (803)520-7169 NARFE — FEEA Anna  Lane (803)865-8483 

Secretary Loraine Montgomery (803)239-8323 NARFE — PAC Tom Castellucio (803)786-1783 

Treasurer LaNora Jensen (803)315-5862  Programs Kathy Hensley (803)957-7750 

Chaplain Tom Daniels (803)865-0383 Public Relations Kathy Hensley (803)957-7750 

Sergeant-at-Arms Ronnie Settles (803)865-1090 Registration  Vacant  

Executive Committee Elaine Von Eck (803)738-1569 Registration Nellie  Bodenhamer (803)894-3245 

Executive Committee Eddie Adams (803) 234-2247 Service Officer William M. Toney (803)786-1097 

Executive Committee William M. Toney (803)786-1097 Newsletter (Interim) Kathy Hensley (803)957-7750 

Executive Committee Nellie  Bodenhamer (803)894-3245 50/50 Drawing Patrice Mickens (803)798-8378 

Parliamentarian Vacant  50/50 Drawing Vacant  

Alzheimer’s Betty Wessinger (803)345-5862 Network Coordinator Paul Donahue (803)951-3213 

Audit Paul Donahue (803)951-3213 Historian Nellie  Bodenhamer (803)894-3245 

Health & Happiness Betty Missouri (803477-4592  SC Federation AVP Ed Griffin (803)240-6569 

Report for October, November, and December:  Six sympathy cards, one get well card, and twenty-two birthday cards 

were sent.  If you did not receive a birthday card or you know of a chapter member who passes away or is grieving the 

loss of a family member, please let me know.  It is difficult to keep up with hospitalizations and illnesses.  If one of 

our members is ill or hospitalized, please call me at 803-736-5374 and I will send a card. 

     MARCH 9, 2018— Erin Tyler is the Volunteer Services Manager for the Central South Carolina Red 
Cross Chapter.  A graduate of the University of South Carolina, Erin has been working in a volunteer 
management role in the Columbia area for 5 years.  Previously the Volunteer Manager at Harvest Hope Food 
Bank, Erin came to the Red Cross in 2013 and loves working with all of the selfless and inspiring Red Cross 
volunteers in South Carolina.  She will speaking about all the volunteer opportunities available within the Red 
Cross. 

Health and Happiness                               Betty Missouri 

HAPPY NEW YEAR NARFE MEMBERS 
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LEGISLATIVE UPDATE   
 

On the national scene, just before going home to open their presents, Congress passed a huge restructuring of the tax system. 
While there is much debate as to who got the biggest present with the tax bill, you can be sure that it will change how your taxes 
are calculated. Standard deductions were greatly increased while itemized reductions were greatly decreased. How this affects 
you will vary based on your filing status, but unless you opt for the standard deduction, there was little done to simplify the 
system as was promised. 
 

A three member panel of presidential appointees, including South Carolina’s own Mick Mulvaney, called the President’s Pay 
Agent, believes that federal workers are overpaid by about 17 percent on average and are calling for “reforms” to correct this in 
the new year. Several non-partisan reports state that federal workers are, in fact, underpaid in comparison to the private sector.  
You are encouraged to remain active to prevent further erosion of your benefits. 

NARFE ALZHEIMER’S PROGRAM: 
 
Thank you to Mrs. Betty Wessinger, Chapter 87 Alzheimer’s Coordinator and all members of our chapter for a job well done last year!  From April 
1, 2017 through December 27, 2017, the chapter has raised about $581.26 which includes $292.00 from the 50/50 Drawing at our 2017 Federation 
Convention.   I challenge each of you to bring all your loose change and make an effort to give a little more in order that we will be better able to 
meet our goal.   
 
 As of November 30, 2017, NARFE members nationally have contributed $12,481,741.87 for Alzheimer’s Research towards our National Goal of 
$13 Million.  As you can see, we still have a way to go, but we can do it.  Various types of new research are being done with the hopes of finding a 
cure very soon.  Therefore, more funds are needed for Alzheimer’s Research. 
 
Please use the Alzheimer’s Article in the December 2017 NARFE Magazine to help in recruiting new members and in reminding our chapter mem-
bers the importance of giving more in order to reach our goal.  As we get ready for our South Carolina Federation Convention/Conference March 26-
28, 2018, Hilton Hotel, Myrtle Beach, SC, let us keep in mind our 50/50 Raffle Drawing to raise funds for Alzheimer’s disease research. 
 
We just ended the calendar year when many people are looking for Income Tax Deductions.  I strongly encourage each of you to consider giving to 
NARFE Alzheimer’s Research which is 100% tax deductible.  If you missed out this past year, then you might want to make plans to start early for 
this year’s deductions.   Also, maybe consider giving in memory of a love one who might have had Alzheimer or Dementia.  Or in honor of someone 
who currently has Alzheimer’s or Dementia.   
 
For Alzheimer’s Aid – Call toll free 1-800-272-3900.  The information help line is available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.  For Contributions:   
Make checks payable to NARFE- Alzheimer’s Research – and include our chapter number (87) on your check.  If you wish to mail your check, the 
address is:  Alzheimer’s Association, 225 N. Michigan Ave., 17th Floor, Chicago, IL. 60601-7633.100% of all contributed funds go to research and 
are tax deductible.  Happy Holidays and a Prosperous New Year. 

Olivia A. Williams, SC Federation Alzheimer’s Coordinator 

From the January 5th NARFE Legislative Hotline:   
  

Make Your Voice Heard in Congress  

NARFE members are encouraged to use the NARFE Legislative Action Center on the NARFE web site, www.narfe.org, to 

quickly and easily send letters to members of Congress on a variety of NARFE issues, to sign up for action alerts and to track 

NARFE-related bills and votes. 

 Have you attended a meeting, town hall or telephone town hall with your senator(s) or representative recently? Fill out a simple 

feedback form in the Action Center to tell NARFE’s advocacy staff the details of your legislator’s stance on NARFE issues.  

ANNUAL STATE CONFERENCE:  Greetings, chapter 87 members—Soon we will be having our first state-wide federation 
election of officers as we implement one member, one vote.  This vote will ensure everyone’s voice is heard.  The ballot will be 
mail in the next few days when our next federation newsletter is mailed.  You will be able to vote either on-line at scnarfe.org or 
mail in your ballot.  Either way, I hope everyone votes.      
 

The second purpose of this note is to encourage each of you to plan to attend our upcoming federation conference scheduled for 
March 26-28, 2018, at the Hilton Myrtle Beach Resort.  This is the same hotel we used last year.  A paper copy of the 
registration form will be included in our next federation newsletter.  The registration form will also be available in a fillable 
format on our scnarfe.org website.    
 

I encourage everyone to make conference reservations early.  February 23 is the last day for reservations. The Hilton Myrtle 
Beach Resort Hotel is a great facility and has been very accommodating to us for this conference.  Please also note that 
reservations may be made for an extended stay before and after the conference at the same price.  
 

Best regards to everyone and I hope to see you in Myrtle Beach in March 2018 for some great training and team building. 
 

Bob Shear, President, South Carolina NARFE Federation 

Editor’s Note:  Congratulations to Olivia Williams who serves as the SC Federation and Region III Alzheimer’s Coordinator.  She was 
recently appointed to be the NARFE National Alzheimer’s Coordinator! 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.votervoice.net%2FBroadcastLinks%2FjyGcPm6G07I9EWTgoG3Vew&data=02%7C01%7C%7C6946a6a02ae64fecad0208d554783d34%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C636507797750184812&sdata=lZejtBRCcr0
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Time Sensitive 

Reporting an Annuitant’s Spouse Death 
As Service Officer for Columbia Chapter 87, I am available to assist annuitants when his or her spouse dies.  While one’s death 
is a difficult topic to discuss, reviewing the following information will help in understanding the actions that should be taken 
when the annuitant’s spouse dies. 
 

 Step 1.  The annuitant should act as soon as possible to send OPM a copy of the spouse’s death certificate, along with any 
   other requests and statements 
 Step 2.   If the annuitant has elected a full or partial survivor annuity for his or her spouse, the annuitant can have the   
   annuity restored to the full, unreduced rate, if the spouse predeceases the annuitant.  
        Step 3.   The annuitant should request that his or her Federal Employee Health Benefit Insurance be changed from self and 
   one or self and family coverage to self only coverage, if there are no other family members. 
 Step 4. If the annuitant wants to designate a new beneficiary or beneficiaries for his or her unassigned Federal Employee 
   Group Life Insurance coverage, and for any unexpended retirement monies in the Civil Service Retirement Fund, 
   he or she should request that OPM send new designation forms. 
 Step 5. If the deceased spouse was covered under the annuitant’s Option C Federal Employee Group Life Insurance  
   (FEGLI), the annuitant also should request FEGLI form FE6-DEP, “Statement of Claim”, to file for the life  
   insurance benefits. 
 Step 6. If the annuitant wants to change the amount of federal or state income tax being withheld from his or her annuity, 
   the annuitant can do this online at www.opm.gov/retire.  The change also can be made by phone by calling  
   1-888-767-6738.  The annuitant will need to have the retirement claim number and personal identification   
   number or Social Security number. 
 

As always, I can be contacted at 803-786-1097 and my email address is wtoney@sc.rr.com for any questions anyone may have. 

Service Officer                                                    William Toney 

NARFE-FEEA PROGRAM—To find out more about the FEAA program, visit website: www.narfe.org.  To Donate:  make a 
tax-deductible contribution by writing your check to the NARFE-FEEA Scholarship  Program or the NARFE-FEEA Disaster 
Fund.  Note on the check memo line Chapter #87 and mail to:  NARFE FEAA Program, c/o Margaret Baptiste, 1224 Village 
Creek Lane, Unit Q6-7, Mount Pleasant, SC 29464-3186. 

http://www.opm.gov/retire
mailto:wtoney@sc.rr.com
http://www.narfe.org

