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Chapter 87 meets the second 
Friday of each month, at 11:30 
am, at Seawell’s at 1125 
Rosewood Drive, Columbia, 
SC, directly across from the 
main entrance to the SC Fair 
Grounds.  Doors open at 11:00 
am so come early.  A complete 
buffet lunch costs $14.00, 
payable at the door.  A 
reservation is not required so 
come join us.   

 

HAPPY NEW YEAR 

AND GREETINGS 

TO EACH OF YOU 

AND YOUR 

FAMILY!    

I hope everyone 

enjoyed the holiday 

season and best wishes 

to you throughout the 

New Year.  Many thanks for your support in 

2018.  I am looking forward to serving as 

Chapter President for a third term in 2019.  

We wholeheartedly supported the objectives 

and goals of our Federation and National 

office last year.  I also wish to extend 

“thanks” to chapter officers and committee 

chairpersons for your leadership and 

commitment during the past year.  We have 

some committees that will need assistance 

this year so if you are interested in helping, 

please let me know. 

SAVE THE DATE   

Our Chapter will host the 55th Annual South 

Carolina NARFE Federation Conference. 

The Conference will be held from April 29 

to May 1, 2019 in Columbia at the 

Embassy Suites Hotel.  Please post the date 

to your calendars and make plans to attend.  

We want to make this conference the best 

ever.  Elsewhere in this newsletter is an 

article by our Federation President, Bob 

Shear, that will provide more details about 

the conference. 

NEWLY ELECTED 2019 

CHAPTER 87 OFFICERS   

Please join me in congratulating our newly 

elected chapter officers:  

 

STANDING INVITATION  

I invite each of you to meet with chapter 

members for a couple of hours on the second 

Friday of each month at 11:00 am for a 

complete buffet lunch, committee reports, 

informative speakers and fellowship at 

Seawell’s Restaurant on Rosewood Drive in 

Columbia (across from State fairgrounds).   

If you have suggestions or want to be more 

involved in the chapter, please let me know. 

Your involvement makes us 

stronger. 
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The National Active and Retired Federal Employees Association (NARFE), one of America’s 
oldest and largest associations, was founded in 1921 with the mission of protecting the 
earned rights and benefits of America’s active and retired federal workers. The largest 
federal employee/retiree organization, NARFE represents the interests of 5 million current 
and future federal annuitants, spouses and survivors.  
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January 11, 2019 —  Carolyn “Carri” Grube Lybarker, Administrator/Consumer Advocate of the 
SC Department of Consumer Affairs, oversees operations of the consumer protection agency and 
administration and enforcement, including the SC Consumer Protection Code.  She  advises the 
Governor and General Assembly on legislation and laws to protect consumers.  Ms. Lybarker began 
her career with the agency in 2004.  She serves as President of the National Association of Consumer 
Credit Administrators and Immediate Past President of the American Conference of Uniform 
Consumer Credit Code States.  She previously served as Member and Chair of the Bar’s Consumer 
Law Section Council.  Ms. Lybarker received her J.D. from the University of South Carolina’s 

School of Law in 2005 and obtained her BA, cum laude, from Winthrop University in 2001. 

February 8, 2019 — Jill Reid is the Administrative 
Coordinator for Basic Life Support Instruction at 
Palmetto Health.  She will speak on Basic Life 
Support (BLS) and Basic Cardiopulmonary 
Resuscitation (CPR). 

Programs — Patrice Mickens 

President Ernest  Williams (803)783-6825 Greeter — Welcome Eddie Adams (803)234-2247 

Immediate Past President  Vacant   Greeter — Welcome Vacant  

1st Vice President Clara Gillentine (803) 796-3106 Legislative Officer Charles (Randy) Herald  (803) 520-7169 

2nd Vice President Charles (Randy) Herald  (803) 520-7169 Membership  Clara Gillentine (803) 796-3106 

3rd Vice President Patrice Mickens (803) 318-0027 NARFE — FEEA Anna Lane (803) 865-8483 

Secretary Loraine Montgomery (803) 239-8323 NARFE — PAC Tom Castellucio (803) 786-1783 

Treasurer LaNora Jensen (803) 315-5862 Programs Patrice Mickens (803) 318-0027 

Chaplain Anna Lane  (803) 865-8483 SC Federation AVP Ed Griffin  (803) 240-6569 

Sergeant-at-Arms Ronnie Settles (803) 865-1090 Registration  Nellie  Bodenhamer (803) 894-3245 

Executive Committee Elaine Von Eck (803) 814-2841 Registration Linda Hamilton  (803) 794-4198 

Executive Committee Eddie Adams  (803) 234-2247 Service Officer William M. Toney (803) 786-1097 

Executive Committee William M. Toney (803) 786-1097 Newsletter  Bob Shear (803) 331-9567 

Executive Committee Nellie Bodenhamer (803) 894-3245 Newsletter Assistant Patrice Mickens (803) 318-0027 

Parliamentarian Vacant  50/50 Drawing Patrice Mickens (803) 318-0027 

Alzheimer’s Betty Wessinger (803) 345-5862 50/50 Drawing Vacant  

Audit Paul Donahue (803) 951-3213 Network Coordinator Paul Donahue (803) 951-3213 

Health & Happiness Betty Missouri (803) 477-4592 Historian Nellie  Bodenhamer (803) 894-3245 

March 8, 2019 —  Lauren Phillips is the Chief 
of Strategic Communications & Community 
Affairs at the South Carolina Department of 
Motor Vehicles.  She will speak about 
implementation of the Real ID Program in 
South Carolina. 

Mark your calendars now to reserve April 29 — May 1, 2019, for our 55th Annual SC NARFE Federation Conference to be 
held at the Embassy Suites Hotel in Columbia, SC.  Detailed information (with registration form) will be in the January 
SC federation newsletter.  To make a hotel reservation now, call 1-800-EMBASSY.  When you get an operator, mention the 
Group Code NAR so you’ll receive the NARFE special rate of $126.00 per night (plus 12% tax and 2% destination fee).    Start 
every day at the hotel with a free made-to-order breakfast and enjoy drinks and snacks at the complimentary evening social.  
Parking and in-room wi-fi are also free.  Your hotel reservation must be made no later than April 7, 2019.  

Twenty-three birthday cards, four get well cards and one sympathy card were mailed out this 
last quarter of the year. Chapter #87 is honored to have our sick members back for the New 
Year.  BEST WISHES TO Betty Wessinger; we’re looking forward for her return.  

Anyone you know that’s sick, please have them call me @803-477-4592. 

Betty Missouri 
Health and Happiness 

IMPORTANT NOTE:  Please keep your mailing address, phone number and e-mail address up-to-date at NARFE’s 
website, narfe.org.   Many times, members change their e-mail address without notifying NARFE headquarters.  This 
means you’ll miss out on important information if your email address isn’t current.   

It’s easy to keep information up-to-date.  Just call toll-free 800-456-8410 or email memberrecords@narfe.org or go 
to www.narfe.org, log in and click on “Update My Record.” 
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Greetings, fellow chapter 87 members.  

As we start another year together working 

to make our great NARFE organization 

better, I want to encourage everyone to 

renew efforts to strengthen NARFE at the chapter and state levels.  

This has been a tough year at the state level.  We closed four  

chapters because we could not find members willing to serve in 

leadership positions.  I fear some additional chapters are in jeopardy 

of closing this year.   

On a brighter note and see the pictures below, we have elected two 

very talented people in Ken Thomas and Kathy Hensley to lead our 

NARFE national organization to our 100th birthday.  We couldn’t 

have found better leaders than Ken and Kathy but they will need our 

full support if we’re going to succeed.  

One way you can help grow our organization is to give your full 

support to getting members to attend our annual conference to be 

held at the Embassy Suites Hotel in Columbia from April 29 to May 

1, 2019.  We usually have about 80 members attend our annual 

conferences.  We need to grow that number to over 100 members to 

generate the kind of  excitement we need to show we mean business 

when defending the earned  pay and benefits for federal employees, 

annuitants and survivor annuitants. 

Become an advocate for NARFE.  The NARFE website, narfe.org, 

provides some great tools that are easy to use for you to contact your 

federal representatives about key NARFE issues.  Let them know 

that you expect them to treat federal employees and retirees with 

respect and fairness. 

Special thanks to Mrs. Betty 

Wessinger, Chapter Alzheimer’s 

Coordinator, and all members of our 

Chapter for a job well done last year.    

However, we each can help her by giving more funds toward our 

national Goal of $13 Million for research.  From April 1, 2018 

through November 27, 2018, the chapter has raised approximately 

$1,118.50 which includes $635.00 for the Walk to End Alzheimer’s 

and $320.00 from the 50/50 Drawing at our 2018 Federation 

Conference.   I challenge each of you to bring all your loose change 

and make an effort to give a little more in order that we will be 

better able to meet our goal.   

As of October 31, 2018, NARFE members nationally have 

contributed $12,867,484.07 for Alzheimer’s Research towards our 

National Goal of $13 Million.  As you can see, we still have just a 

little more to go, but we can do it.  Then, we will begin with our 

new National Goal of $14 Million.  Various types of new research 

are being done with some changes in having more physical activities 

in our schedule and with the hopes of finding a cure soon.  

Therefore, more funds are needed for Alzheimer’s Research. 

Also, please use the Alzheimer’s Article in the December 2018 

NARFE Magazine to  help in recruiting new members and in 

reminding our chapter members the importance of giving more in 

order to reach our goal.  Maybe, one day soon a cure will be found 

for this dreadful disease that is affecting many of our family 

members and friends. 

As we get ready for our South Carolina Federation Conference April 

29-May 1, 2019, Embassy Suites Hotel, Columbia, SC, let us keep 

in mind our 50/50 Raffle Drawing raising funds for Alzheimer’s 

disease Research.  We just ended the calendar year when many 

people are looking for ways to have more Income Tax Deductions.  

I strongly encourage each of you to consider giving to NARFE 

Alzheimer’s Research which is 100% tax deductible.  If you missed 

out this past year, then you might want to make plans to start early 

for this year’s deductions.   Also, maybe consider giving in memory 

of a love one who might have had Alzheimer or Dementia.  Or in 

honor of someone who currently has Alzheimer’s or Dementia.  Just 

remember, We Can Do It.   

Special thanks to members who donated to the Walk to End 

Alzheimer’s.  The chapter raised $635.00 as of November 23, 2018.  

Also, special thanks to Clara Gillentine and Ernest Williams who 

handled the table for our chapter during the Walk.   Thanks to 

chapter walkers Adrian Brooks, Clarence Brooks and Ernest 

Williams.  

This disease is attacking people at a much younger age than in the 

past.  So let us continue to give to this worthy cause with the hope 

they will soon find a cure for Alzheimer’s Disease in the very near 

future.  Also, please do not forget to purchase those Alzheimer’s 

Semipostal Stamps for gifts and to use to mail your Holiday Cards. 

For Alzheimer’s Aid – Call toll free 1-800-272-3900.  The 

information help line is available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.  

For Contributions:   Make checks payable to NARFE- Alzheimer’s 

Research – and include chapter number (87) on your check.  If you 

wish to mail your check, the address is:  Alzheimer’s Association, 

225 N. Michigan Ave., 17th Floor, Chicago, IL. 60601-7633.  

100% of all contributed funds go to research and are tax deductible. 

Pictured to the left are 

newly elected 

NARFE national 

officers, Ken Thomas, 

president, and Kathy 

Hensley, secretary-

treasurer.  Kathy is 

the former president 

of both the South 

Carolina NARFE 

federation and chapter 

87 in Columbia.   

Pictured above are NARFE dignitaries Barb Sido, NARFE 
Executive Director, Joe Beaudoin, former NARFE president, Ken 
Thomas, president elect, Arlette Thomas, Ken’s wife, and Kathy 
Hensley, NARFE secretary-treasurer elect. 

Robert Shear 
South Carolina NARFE 
Federation President 

Olivia A. Williams  
SC Federation Alzheimer’s 

Coordinator  
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Time Sensitive 

End of Year MEMERSHIP REPORT  

We will continue to concentrate on 
recruiting new members during the coming 

New Year.   Every Chapter 87 member has the 
opportunity to recruit a new member.   We 
would be very happy if every member attended 
chapter meetings, but we realize that is not 
possible.  However, you can still participate in 
chapter activities by telling eligible friends and 
coworkers about NARFE and inviting them to 
attend a meeting.    

As you know, we have a new national president 
and also a new national secretary-treasurer, who 

is a member of our chapter.   This will be an exciting year for 
NARFE and Chapter 87.  Stay up-to-date by reading the NARFE 
magazine, the chapter newsletter, accessing the NARFE website, 
participating in the webinars, and ATTENDING  MONTHLY 
CHAPTER MEETINGS, if possible.   

If you would like a NARFE magazine or copy of this newsletter 
sent to a prospective member, please call me and I will be glad to 
forward. 

Recruiters during the past year:  Ernest Williams, William Toney, 
Ruth Donahue, and Clara Gillentine  

For additional information, call Clara Gillentine, Membership 
Chair at 803-796-3106.  

Clara Gillentine 
Membership Chair 

Service Officer Report:  As you begin 
2019 with the 2.8% cost of living raise for 
most of you and 2.0% (FERS) for others, 

the $1.50 increase in Medicare premium and any increase or 
decrease in health insurance/dental premiums, you may want to 
check out the Office of Personnel Management’s (OPM) service 
online website https://www.servicesonline.opm.gov/ to make 
changes to annuity payments.  For Social Security changes, go to  
https://secure.ssa.gov/RIL/SiView.action.   

Changes you are able to make on OPM’s website once you sign in 
are as follows:  (1) Change Federal and State Income tax 
withholding, (2) Change mailing address, including updating 
email address as well as opting in to receive information 
electronically,  (3) Change password,  (4)  Establish an allotment 
to an organization,  (5)  Request a duplicate Annuity booklet,     

(6) Set up/or change a checking or savings allotment as well as 
sign up for direct deposit,  (7)  View/Print Annuity Statement/
Verification of Income  and (8)  Obtain Form 1099-R which is 
usually available by the end of January for the previous tax year. 

For the Social Security online website, you are able to accomplish 
the following:  (1) Obtain a benefit verification letter,  (2) Change  
address and phone number,  (3)  Obtain a replacement Medicare 
card,  (4)  Obtain a replacement Form SSA-1099 or Form SSA-
1042S for tax season,  (5)  Start or change direct deposit,  and (6)  
View payment history, view benefit details and earnings record. 

For 2019, I am again your service officer for any questions or 
assistance needed in the area of federal benefits.  I am your local 
contact and I can be reached by phone at 803-786-1097 or by 
email at wtoney@sc.rr.com.  Let’s make 2019 an awesome year to 
be a federal retiree!! 

William M. Toney 
Service Officer 

https://www.servicesonline.opm.gov/
https://secure.ssa.gov/RIL/SiView.action
mailto:wtoney@sc.rr.com

